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CONFIDENTIAL DJIBOUTI 0263 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, MILI, PARM SO ET DJ KS 

SUBJECT: SOMALI REQUEST FOR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION 

1 . ON AFTERNOON 27 JULY, SOMALI AMBASSADOR TO DJIBOUTI, HOUSSEIN 
MOHAMOUD MOHAMED URGENTLY REQUESTED MEETING WITH CHARGE IN EMBASSY 
OFFICES, SIESTA HOTEL. AFTER QUICKLY DISPENSING WITH FORMALITIES, 

SOMALI PRESENTED SHARPLY DETAILED ACCOUNTING OF SEVERAL CHARTER CARGO 
FLIGHTS BY "LUX AIRLINES" AND "TIGER AIRLINES" (SUPPOSE FLYING TIGER) 
BETWEEN SEOUL AND ADDIS ABABA CARRYING UNKNOWN MATERIAL FOR ETHIOPIAN 
MINISTRY OF DEFENSE. HOUSSEIN WANTED TO KNOW WHAT THESE FLIGHTS 
CARRY AND SAID THAT IT CURIOUS THAT CLOSE ALLIES OF U.S. LIKE SOUTH 
KOREANS COULD SHIP WAR MATERIEL TO ADDIS ABABA ON U.S. AIRLINES 
WITHOUT FULL USG KNOWLEDGE AND CONSENT. 

2. CARGE TOLD SOMALI THAT INDEED IT VERY POSSIBLE THAT CARGOS 

COULD BE SHIPPED ON U.S. FLAG CARRIERS BETWEEN SEOUL AND ADDIS WITHOUT 
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USG INTERVENTION OF ANY KIND. RECALLING EARLIER VISIT TO ADDIS IN 
WHICH HE WAS INTRIGUED BY LUX AIRLINER AT AIRPORT, THE CHARGE VOLUNTE- 
ERED 

THAT HE BELIEVED AIRCRAFT TO BE CARRYING UNIFORMS FOR ETHIOPIAN 
PEASANT MILITIA. SOMALI AMBASSADOR COULD NOT BELIEVE THAT FLIGHTS 
WOULD BE CHARTERED FROM SO FAR FOR UNIFORMS ALONE AND WONDERED 
WHETHER SOUTH KOREA WAS PROVIDING SPARE PARTS FOR ETHIOPIAN MILITARY 
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WHICH NO LONGER HAS ACCESS TO SPARE PARTS FOR ITS MILITARY EQUIPMENT 
OF U.S. ORIGIN THROUGH THE SUSPENDED U.S. MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM. 

THE CHARGE REPLIED THAT IT UNLIKELY THAT INFORMATION ON CONTENTS 
THESE FLIGHTS IS AVAILABLE AND THAT THERE IS NO USG INTEREST IN 
GETTING INVLOVED IN NORMAL COMMERCIAL TRANSFERS. IT NOTED, HOWEVER, 
THAT IF TRANSFERS OF U.S. ORIGIN MILITARY EQUIPMENT ARE INVOLVED, 

THERE COULD BE SOME USG INTEREST BECAUSE OF FMS RESTRICTIONS. 

SOMALI WAS TOLD THAT AN INQUIRY OF TIS LATTER CASE COULD BE MADE. 

3. CHARGE DOUBTS THAT THIS REQUEST MADE UNDER INSTRUCTIONS FROM 
MOGAIDSCIO. HOUSSEIN, LIKE EVERYONE ELSE ON HIS STAFF, ARE SOMALI 
STATE SECURITY OFFICERS, AND CHARGE SUSPECTS THAT NEWS THAT SAME 
MORNING OF U.S. WILLINGNESS PROVIDE DEFENSIVE ARMS TO SOMALIA MAY 
HAVE INSPIRED SOMALI AMBASSADOR IMMEDIATELY TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
PERCEIVED U.S. POSITION ON SOMALI/ETHIOPIAN CONFLICT. WHILE CHARGE 
NOT INTERESTED IN BECOMING SOURCE OF INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION FOR 
SOMALI EMBASSY IN DJIBOUTI, THE FACT THAT SOMALI EMBASSY HERE IS 
EXTREMELY WELL-INFORMED ABOUT LOCAL SCENE AND THE EMBATTLED AREAS OF 
SOUTHERN ETHIOPIA, IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO FOLLOW UP THIS APPROACH 

WITH SOME MEANINGFUL REPLY. IT SHOULD BE ADDED THAT ETHIOPIAN AMBASSA- 
DOR 

IN DJIBOUTI IS ALSO A VALUED CONTACT TO CHARGE. IT IS HOPED THAT A 
MEANINGFUL REPLY COULD CONSIST OF A DENIAL THAT MILITARY EQUIPMENT 
OF U.S. ORIGIN INVOLVED ON FLIGHTS. 
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4. DEPARTMENT REQUESTED LOOK INTO MATTER AND PROVIDE INSTRUCTIONS 
ON RESPONSE. 

CLARKE 
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